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tall, long-legged frontiersman, uncouth both in ap-
pearance and manner, strong-willed, and outside his
home, violent-tempered and impatient of restraint. Once
his mind was made up nothing would change it, for he
always thought that he knew better than anyone else,
while his enmity was easily aroused, and led him into
several duels and pistol fights. Yet with all these faults
he was truly honest, and his devotion to his country was
a ruling passion which made him place her service
before all things.

Andrew Jackson was a judge and commander of the
Tennessee militia, but as yet he was little known outside
that State, and it was not until the war with Britain in
1812 that he became famous. As in all previous wars,
the Indians took advantage of the quarrels between
their white conquerors to rise in rebellion, and on this
occasion it was the Greek Indians of Alabama who were
incited by a chief named Tecumseh to revolt against the
Americans. Hostilities, as too often happened in the
case of the Red Men, began with a frightful massacre.
In August, 1813, the settlers in Greek territory realised
that trouble was brewing, and leaving their homes, they
took refuge at a place called Fort Mims. Actually it was
not a proper fort, but a stout stockade used for enclosing
cattle, which took its name from the fanner to which it
belonged. Thither, for want of a safer place, flocked
five hundred men, women .and children, bringing with
them in carts and upon their backs the few worldly
possessions they hoped to save.

It must have been an anxious gathering. To many
of them no doubt an Indian war was something new;